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was not composed of small squadrons, but appears to
have been the greatest naval expedition led by Asad
ibn al-Forat.   According to the  Muslim version it
was composed of nine hundred cavalry troops and ten
thousand infantry soldiers besides the seamen.   They
were mostly " Mujahids " or soldiers fighting for their
religion.   The Muslim ships anchored in the port of
Mazorra, at the western extremity of the island which
is the nearest to Africa.   Asad ibn al-Forat, at the
head of his troops, penetrated  into the east of  the
island, captured several forts and besieged Syracuse and
Palermo.    Several crushing battles were fought be-
tween them and the Greeks.    When the Emperor sent
reinforcements the Muslims found themselves in hard
straits and were defeated in several battles.    Many of
them died of plague, including their Commander Ibn
al-Forat    When   the   siege   was   tightened   by   the
Greeks, Ibn al-Aghlab sent reinforcements  to Sicily
and at the same time a fleet arrived from Andalusia
composed of squadrons of adventurous Mujahids in
214 A.H. (829 A.D.) and the Muslims resumed their
attack and occupied Palermo.   Ibn al-Aghlab conti-
nued to send reinforcements to Sicily and the Muslims
continued to conquer its cities and forts one after the
other namely Palermo, Castrogiovanni (in Arabic Qasr
Yana), Girgenteo, (Arabic Gorgant), Catania, Messina
and others.   Their advance in the island was, however,
slow   owing to the rough nature of the land.   They
settled in the cities they conquered and established a
principality governed by successive rulers till the con-
quest of the whole island was completed by the fall of
Syracuse, the last of its strongholds, in 264 A.H.   (878
AJX)*   There arose in Sicily a Muslim state which
lasted for about two centuries in the course of which
the island flourished and became a smiling garden,
proud of its sciences, trade and industry.   When decay
overcame that little Muslim state the Franks made
consecutive raids on the island till Duke Roger, the